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CHAPTEE XIII.

THE extensive preparations for an invasion of Eng-
land made by the First Consul during the summer of
1803, aroused a spirit of determined resistance through-
out Great Britain. Grievously as the country had
felt the burden of a long war, the Peace of Amiens,
considered as the fruit of concessions greater than were
demanded by the exigencies of the situation, had been
generally unpopular. But when it was found that
these concessions were inadequate to satisfy the arrogant
demands of France, an open rupture was welcomed as
a safer and more honourable condition than an armed
peace. The threat of invasion was met by a general
arming of the population. Lord Minto accepted a
commission in the Roxburgshire militia for his son,
and himself took an active part in the volunteer move-
ment which was converting the whole country into a
vast camp. He could no longer write from Minto as
he once had done: c Though Gilbert lives at least forty-
eight hours a day, shooting wild diicks till evening, and
catching grilse in the Teviot till night, the character of
this place and life is that of the most perfect repose and
tranquillity; one sails to heaven without the least
occasion to pull an oar.'9 Toviotdale resounded with
the din of arms; and Gilbert was away at Musselburgh